Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2026 - 10:00 am

Pastor Peter Johnson

Lakeside Community Lutheran Church
Webster, WI

Introduction

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes
Jesus” promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s
house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus” mission in the world. As 1
Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called
us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen
Christ—our way, our truth, our life.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

(*Denotes stand as you are able)
PRELUDE

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP
P. Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.

C. We glorify our God with songs of thanksgiving and joy
P. God has done great things for us, filling us with grace.
C. God fed our ancestors in the wilderness, God clothes us with hope

P. We will offer our hearts to God, always saying, 'Thank you!' to the
One who loves us.

C. We will sing our praises, shouting of God's presence in our lives,
while loving Christ through loving community. Amen.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P. Today we acknowledge sin pulls us away from God. Let us pray
together, saying,

C. Lord, I confess to you that many times I try to do things my own
way instead of yours. Please forgive me for straying off the path you
wish for me.

P. Good News! We are forgiven! “Trustin the Lord with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

C. Father, truly you are a loving God, you have a plan for me, I thank
you for giving me Jesus for the forgiveness of my sins and the Holy
Spirit to help guide me every day. Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

and for the umity ol all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help. save, comlort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on carth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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Lord God, Lamb of God,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

God, we come to you today with praise and thanksgiving for your great
mercy. You sent your only son to live among us. He suffered, was
crucified and died, and rose again. His resurrection defeated death and
freed us from sin. Each day is a new beginning that gives the world hope

and redemption. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked
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Vern Umholtz



WORD

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

% Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. * “Look,” he
said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God!” % But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. % Then they dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. ¥ While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and cried outin a
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said
this, he died.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

'In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.

2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

>Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and
my stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

*Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,

for you are my tower of strength.

5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O
Lord, God of truth.

My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my
enemies, and from those who persecute me.

16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast
love.”

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you
may grow into salvation ®if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
*Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen
and precious in God’s sight, and ®like living stones let yourselves be built
into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
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acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of
the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that
makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.

?But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

1"Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL

*GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:1-14
[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe
in God; believe also in me. ?In my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? > And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. * And you know the way to the place where I am going.”
>Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way?” ¢Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ”If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and
have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” ?Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip,
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
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How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not
speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.

1 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do
not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you,
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 31
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. *If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON ON THE STEPS
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Here I Am Lord ELW 574
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Here |1 am, Lord. Is 1t [ [Lord?
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*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PUBLIC PRAYERS

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

THANKSGIVING FOR OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERING
u m] | Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of
' the church! Sharing God'’s gifts in offering allows us to
more fully live into our mission of
1 . . . .
]t i Loving Christ through Loving Community
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2 : S Er—= = —
| [4n) — | | .
A M * -
Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
IJ? : I I i il__lb' Jl — I Jh' t —
gﬁ‘i[ ll =t 7 —r - . i L a— D —5—
bless-ing.  Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
0 o frm— .
G ] — i 66 " o B
% g } - E—
u -

fed with the bread of life.  Gath -er the hopes and the dreams of all;

11




i
|

4
—— 1

" -

r L T s — ‘
nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your

|

1

—
|

MO

?? 5 il — ! % < J\ T
B
pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
*OFFERING PRAYER

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The table is set. The meal is prepared. Come. All are welcome to the feast.

COMMUNION




COMMUNION HYMN  Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy  on me.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery of
communion in which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may
go into the world nourished by your Word and strengthened by the Holy
Spirit; to love community through loving you, Jesus Christ our Savior
and Lord, Amen.
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SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CLOSING HYMN This Little Light of Mine ELW 677
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, ‘m goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I’m goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, r goin’-a let it shine;
ev - ty - where I go, r goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ty - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
*BLESSING
Children of God,

May you be blessed in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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*BENEDICTION SONG
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May the Lord Dbless you, May the Lord keep you,
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May the Lord bless you, May the Lord keep you,
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May the Lord lift up his face to shine on  you.
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com © 2021
Augsburg Fortress, License Number SAS024791. All rights reserved.
Hymns used by permission under One License A-739493.
Additional Copyrighted Material is covered under Christian Copyright License International
(CCLI) Licenses. 22175639 & 22175646. All rights reserved

Let us together lift up a prayer of thanks for today’s participants:

Pastor Peter Johnson; Service Accompanist Nikki Schuelke; Soloist Vern
Umbholtz; Producer Margy Rogers; Altar Guild Sandie Fisher; Counters Ken &
Norma Olson; Shepherding Conveners Marilyne & Steve Gallman; Shepherds
Carol Aakhus, Diane & Marshall Hoff, Ann & Ron Peterson, Dawn Straub,
and Anna Treague; Song Leaders Dave & Linda Speidel and Vern Umbholtz.
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